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FOREWORD

For many yeors il hos been the cusiom of the Som Disge City Schools to
Izaue an annual repert 1o the community swnmarizing the activities of the majar
depatimanis of e school syvatem. Since 183 1z the Canteninial of our public
sgchoo] smyslam in San Blege, the repont this year ks devoled 1o a review of some
of the highlighls in the story of a hundred years of public education in our
Ccomumuntty.

The public schocl 13 the peoples school, I v responsible only 16 the
pecples will, More thon any other Amerlcan institation the public schoo] bos
been shoped directly by the tirelass efforts of citizans, For this recmon, as we
ecom o hundrad yeors of local San Diege history. we see clearly thot the prog.
resa of the communily ond il public schoods ore interdependent ond in-
swparable,

I ther lost soction of the report are listed the chisd geols of swr publis
scheals, As we face the second century in o world of greal uncertainty, it e
atl the more importoml that the schosls have Slearly dalined obisctives, under-
steod ond eoeepied hy the parenls ond citizens of the communtty, in the lexining
ated guidance of todoy’s children omnd youth.

RALPH DAILARD
Huprtiztimident of Bohools
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* A Public School Is Born

Whan Calioemtio becatme a alole and wes admiled
i the Union, San Diegs was cns of the ardgina
countles cracied by the Hirst legtslobure on Febroary
18, 1850, It was cne of the largest counties, embroe-
Ing oppreximotely 20000 squore miles, Encleding
what cre now Son Bernarding, Imperial, Rivemsids,
Zom DHego and part of Inye Counbles,

Among the conditiona of stmehond, the Colifpmida
leginlature was to provide for o system of commen
schools, Each district wos o moinkoin o school for
o becst three menths in a yeor, FPollure io do so
wentld souss the distiet ko forfell s yeoxly share
ol the public fund which wag to be derived largely
from the sale of lands supplied Caolifomio by the
Cangrasa.

San Diego's firs! public school under the American
flag had is crkgin of a Commen Councll mesing
om Nowvember 7, 1850, when, occonding o the mimabes,
Mayer Ioshuea H. Bean reported that o Miss Dillon
wos dasirous of cpening a schocl. She had a repu-
fetbotn for being a good teacher ond the Moyor
recommanded 1o the Council thot the orge fronl
reom of tha Terwn House be oppropricted for o schosl
o, Becomise of a fte vote, the motion wom not
officially posted uwnti] the following week (Nowsmber
14k

Howsvar, the spunky schoal morm old the Couneil
thot the roem wosn't B e teach in, ond that she
wouldnt consider 1. She mode i very ploin thet U
the Council wonted her sarvicea as a teacher, a
decen! and respeciable schoolredm would hoave o
ke provided, Adgostin Hamastby, the County Sherll,
wim commissioned fo Hnd rooms thal would sulf the
prospectve teacher. On December 25, 18530, he re-
paried that the only adequate reoms avallable were
inn his own house. He agresd to rent heae Lo the city
for S60U00 a month o a slx-month lease, 240 a

month therecafter.

The Councd] agmeed 1o acoepd thess quarkers and
i appeind a M Heaper o5 o committes of one ™o
wirl upon Mizs Dillon and leorm upon whet derme
she would engoge to teach in the school” Stremgaly
emriegh, thare 2 ne urther mentcn of kMiss DHilon
i cmy official records. Al the morgeanizmbion of the
Commen Council on January 14, 1851 he naw
mayer, DL B. Kurlz, appointed o schonod committes
of three marmbadss. Thue, the Bile adabe Eren of San
Dherga, with about 250 inhabitomis, had its frat villege
school boord,

® San IHege's First Teacher

The Commoen Council hired Willlem P, Toler as
the Hrat teacher lor o five-month term ot o salary
of $10000 a manth. He was o nolive of Verezuska
the son of o Virginia kather and o Spanish mothar,
He woas educaled in Woashinglon, D2, and in 1841
was appointed o midahipman in the U 5. Navy by
Henry Clay of Kentucky. A year later, on Oaiober
19, 1842, he maised the Stars and Sitpes af Monterey
for Commodcre Jones, who mode o slight sror in
fudgmeant and seized Calilomin from Mexi=o four
yoars oo socn! In 1848, Toler resigned fromt the
Havy In San Francises and come o San Diegn,

The oldest echon! document n Sem DHege’s ar-
chives bears the dote Jonuary 28, 1855 it = il
in the filen of tha City Clack o Civie Canter, omd
conmats of o lefter b0 the Comimen Council fram
Jomes W. Bobingen whe was ¢ membar of the
scheol commitioe. Ameng other things, Judge Rob-
Inson wrole "Our present teacher s deing all that
we coadd recsonably expect . A lock hos been
procured & paid for by M jordon for BE—for
securing the door of the school reom— & g brooms--
cup & waler bucket is needed for the use of the
echood. | am not aware that anything meore iz neaded
ol present for the school” In o postscript Tudow
Robinson sugyests thot it would be better for the
city fo bild o school house and a eocher's foom
rother thom "to pay the present rate of mend,”

Mr. Tolar toughl o bd-Hngual curriculum English
ared Spermish), bl some crificlsm wos expressed con-
carning the lecching of Spondsh in the acheasl, This
oppears airangs since mony Sm Disgana apoke
Nuent Spenish. In any svent. M. Toler reslaned in
Iurve, 1851, and the Council discontnuead the school.

Aler resigning his tecching job, Willtam  Toler
heiped o form o pormerehip b skl o ciby at MNow
town on fhe bay, lour miles ssulh of Old Son Diego.
He bacxxtnie pragrisder of the cify’s new hatel, Poniaja
House, ond played lhe role of Son Disgos [l
effirlal greeter—ube firat Don Dlego. £5 0 gpaak. On
Jervpezey 10, 1852 Teler was olected io the Council
afd bover Bocome [usbies of the Peoce. Beomuss ke
hod ralsed the Siore ond Stripes at Monterey wialfl-
ciatly for Commodors Jones in 1842 wnd olficially
lee Commodors Sloat in 1845, Toler wam tha quest
of honer ot the great SHh anniversary celsbrotion
of the iotter event in 1B96. For the third time, and
on the same fagstafl, Tober roiged the Colors. He
died i Oukland o shard tome alberwards. Thus ended
fhe colorhal e of Son Dlego’s Hrst public school
leacher,



* Fducational Doldrums

Publie eduesten i San Dlege wan in tha daldrume
babwean 1851 and 1854 Mo public schesl kaellites
existed from June, F851, when the fics! villoge school
wos closed, until July 1, 1854 On January 30, 1851,
tha Coured] pemsssd an ordinones wharsin 1 was
"orckrimed fhet o nultnbie schoclhouse ba butlt in thee
iy of San Diego and that City lkand be given in
paymant for such bullding.”

Howsver, all echoolhouse plane disgelved whan
ihe community discovered thal the oy wos mare
than $10,000 in dabt, A <ty kbl hod bean buill which
cos! over $7.000 in cosh and soript, bar more thon
the ofalnal estimate, To make matters wotss, the
eabbEleaiones were not sal D cement ond the st
prisener hod readily dwg his way outl City property
had {0 be austianed to satisty creditoms.

A building boom was on in San Diego and the
cltizans were loo buey 1o be bothersd about a school.
There weas o city lo bulld, a rallwoy and a port to
develop, toads o survey through the mounbains, ond
an Indoain uprsing to quell in e vicinity of Werter
Heot Springm. Bat by [B54 the boomn had “Dusied.”

® Citizens Pemand Action

Cn Meareh | 1884, 4 wos reported thot 35283170
had bean distributed 1o e varlous counties of the
siafe from the atale echool hund. But nol one cent
herd eoma bo San Disgo becouse there wos no public
schosl in oporation, fohn fudson Ames brought o
prass to town and siorted one of Califernia’s ploneer
newspapaers, The San Diego Herald. The Skale Super-
lntardent of Public Instruction, Poul K. Hubbs, wiote
o Editor Ames, “Mo report or retum hos baan re-
cebved Bom your counby; oomsequently, you will gat
no monsy|”

Cm Mexeh | 1854, on editordol appoored in the
Herald blasting the sounty officers for thelr unpaor-
donable neglect, The citlzans ware sHrred into actlon
ond held thedr et indignation mesting oo March {8,
A Jarge crowd gothered at the (woroom Coust House
and Town Hall to 1ok things over. Som Diego’s first
working Chombar of Commeroe wom appointed at
thiz mesfing. Edittr Amos sonlinued to press for
achool octlon and on Aprdl (5, 1854, another rousing
adierial oppedarad in the Herald. Ames wrots,

"% DHega 8 babind the oge. She bow pather pubdic nor
privaie schood—noy worss, bhor mos woallby citimens hwith
but wery bew sncepdiossd do e aval Heosslves of U
wprallnt sminariss. wikeh kB the nosh ove amabbshed . .

“H o trpo thol off o cibdrens conoed aiord b indulge
in dheys prpemdve acodesges Thes why de deey oo abd
wlh b barmlee e Gwth iU sckeanly? Wa e dedly
TR Al Erewhl, Togoded ke urchine wha bexse Tediher
e primBieply o omih, Bt B Slcwiey of dtrge,  SHA e
ety b aBugHng of The cich oo wall om Bl por—allte they
vl B oo et ol i Hiskee i,

By July 1, 1854, no school datrict orgomizeilon hoed
bean eflocted. This wos the deadiine. Anciher
maonth’s dalay would rot permil organisation in tims
ko habd e threeemenih berm ol school and make the
necessary reports belore the end of the achool yeor.
Fortunotely, this was the dase on which ludge Cove 1.
Couts convened the meeting of the Court of Seaslona.

Couls was o ot of action, The lin thing he did
on openibeg courd was 1o oppoint Colonsl Williom ©.
Ferrell to the voront post of County Assessor. As
mich, he wos e-officike Supsrintendent of Commoan
Gehoola, Farrell immediately appointed E. V. Shelby
sehool cemes morshal aned directed him o aubmit
irmmadidely o consus of the school fomiliss ond
children, Then Ferrell appointed thres cibzens o
counly srhos] rusliess and instructed hem o employ
o tecreher omd by renl o oreem broa minbmom lerm
of thres manthe,

Tha building they rented was the FichSnock
housa on Colhoun Strest The firsd rental vouwchsr,
now it the fles of the Son Diego Historteal Soclety,
shewa renf potd from Asonest | do 28, 1854, a0 B50O0
per month and from August 22 to November 1 at
1400 par ment, The chatke n mle = pusling,
bul it was for cheaper fhon the 38000 per month
charged by the County Sherilf for a room In his own
home heee yeara sarlier n 1851, The teacher hired
wiig Mra. Fanny A. Sleveng. In his memocirs, schoal
trustes Ephirtam Morse wrote “Before nlald o public
echod was In full operation under the school bow
of te atate,” Such epeady ochion on publie Business
is probably withou! porodled in history.

* Scheool District No. 1

While School Dietrdet Mo, | becarne an entity
on Juby 1. 1854, class work did not gt under way
urH] Awgusl 1. From that dole uniil the pressnd tirme
hard hees boen no break in the conlinully of public
schood educatlon in San Diego. Durng the next
eleven years, achcol wos held in seven dilerent
quarters conakaling of rentsd roams in vartous houses.
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® Srate Funds Come (o San Diego

Thie mchool distdet grow slowly bul aleadily. The
firai eanaus reium o nof available, bot the iss appafs
ienment kom he siate scheal fund wos mode on
the basia of 99 children of schoal oge. Census returna
for |he periad |855 to [BES show an increass bom
117 t& 474 eblldren.

Cid San Diege, hoving the enly echool in fhe
county, gel the benelit of the rirluena fem the school
fund apporionment, Son Diego's lirst return, on
luma 25 |B55 omounied o 511685 Thin omouond
increced 1o 51.302.80 an February 1, 1858, an aver-
oge ol SL53 per pupil.

I IBBD ihie Board ol Suparvinars mads the scheal
dwir boundaries the same oz the ooty \Tees 150
increoss i school popilation tn the counly and 1be
reauliing increase In achool hundy mode posaible the
bullding af ihe Lils Grean Schosl on Moscn Sirest
in 1BG5.

From the beginning of the Horlom boom in 1BGE
the population tncrecssd rapidiy. Unill twa new
diafrictn wata st up in the new sabdivinion, Old Sem
Diego drew tha stote schoal money bor the chikdran
of New San Diego., By 1871 the polificions wore
complaining biterly of Old San Diego's hisge school
fund. 1t weae in this some yoor that the now Mosen
Birest Bchool wos bulll and paid lor oul of siole
furds, af the sxpenss of county schoal ehildron et
|:||:q:r.

In |E72 Ravarend B, 8. LaHerty, County Supetin
lendant, prepored a new school mep ol the county

%

MAKDS STREET SCH000
Fhote ln JBHs

ahowing 14 diatricts laid onl on asclian and lownship
Hoes. This map wos approved by e Beard of Super-
winors, which ended the monopoly of Schoo| Dhtde
N, I Thenseforh, all 14 districts shared equitnbly
in the ssmignnusl sppartonmenta boem the slnte
schoal Jundd

® Teachers Come and Go

In the eaorly years of public education In Son
Blego, there wos o confimious umdeer of teochers,
romging from o frw wesks” sarvics fo o yeoT or an
Thare 16 wary e in the woay ol mecarda, Bl one
indicezian thal in 1856 |oahua Sloane wughil 32 pupiln
frem Jemuary 21 10 Mareh | The curredlum: =on
gisied of orlhoaraphy (rpellingd, reodisg, writing
geogrephy, oflihmells ahd English srammor, The
books used by scrocl moiler Slooane wam typleal
ol the pariod,

Elemenlary Spelling Book by Noah Webster
Third Readsr by Galem Town

The School Reader by Charles Sonders
Geography by Poler Porley and |. Olney
Intallectonl Arihmatic hy Worren Calburs

lormee, wheo woz somatimes relsrred o as "One
oyed Tomoal” hod o short term ol alfflce. He wo
nxpalled after s wealos {or the pomishing of childen
by qussilonabla methoda
Morrages constifuted ona of the grealast problemn
In Emoptng teoohers- An eorly newspoper ooooont
creditn Ceoniel Clevalond with ihe piotement, “Tho
peopls of Old Town complainsd twd they =ouwbkd noi
koo thair toacher, Thay would spesdily b droggeed
afl 1o the alir by somae dieseticfind bachelor, whe
WoE Eega bo ochangs hin sonditiesn {or botimre ar
watssl' Mareus Schiller, Superinienden) af Schisals
ki 1858 | BRE. faund the “asling and l:m::p:lhq af ana
tegchier fof the ong publie schoeol tn the County a
porplexing duby.”

® Taxes Were a Problem

Gehon] kxes wiore a serlous problem, and whan
the Supariniendart of Schools lalled fo sand 10 o
rapert 1o the Shole Supatiniendent of lnsthustlan in
1858, thereby losmg slate money, the school wos
once again in danger of closing ite deom. Only the
amnamption of the barden by losal toxpayam soved
Lk |:i:|."|.*.

In 1860 the mngle public pchodl In Soan Diego
reached only & small porfion of the 320 children ol
school age in the county. Yel i hod become an
inEgral poit ol the community and sarved childpen
al all clizsss creeds and rocen on om egqual loating,



* Notes From a Teacher's DMary

Mizs. Mary C, Walker rught sshoal I the 1BES
186G fmrm. She wos o BNow' |
chamct b (I Bien |'r|-1j.|-_ o an Calitgaibver dreary
sunblasied. painl ol departuss b newhara Cruds
mud Houses nfeod with vermin creewdad o Ermoen
spibcte in diserdar.” Bon Dhegs must howe baen o
for erfy fom the lody'e bim New England fown
grouped around the gmen common, with gordons
and trees on oviory hond.

-'dltra-."JkI]'-"r af b ‘-I"lhﬂl‘llll'j EXparnncon Mias Werlkar
pctied, 'l admied e leach whal wauld b modd fzmahl
r|r:|::||r|.',' FCECH TG, :1|,'|'|E||1l:| AR I e |'.||"| s o
witte |etlorn. Al recess the Spanlah girls smoked
cigoritos and the boys cmussd themaelves by |onse

o] |!|JI',.- W

Ing pige cmd hara, The Seanlah chilgren wore VETY
irresguler in thalr atiendance ot school on oocoount of
st oy Hestos and gmumemenis o varous kirds

Anather imleresiing dideligl {8 evealed 0 Miss
Walker's Publie School Teocher's Report (o 1865
when ahe wiale n the space o Hmes kody™ thot
"Clecks nol gensrally uped by the heads of omilkes
for marking time. Consequenily wandiness {a the rule
and net the exception among the puptls.” San Dhego
wos apparantly sil]l a land of "monong,” nol oo
far mamoved from the earlier cultures of Spain ond
plaxico.

® Alonze Horton Comes to Town

The arrival of Alomes Hortan in 1887 wos wndoub
edly tha luming polnt In San Disgoe's hialory. Harlah
broughl with him anengy. fmogination ond ocourogo
Hu loaked sostvrzrd boyvand the sogebrush flais and
esnvinjonesn a naw iy Hl'l nEa otk in the future al
sen Diege and baughl |and cheaply and In large
amounts. [n thies years his soebrush fats hod o
populatben ol swer 3000, In spliw ol the Hiter appo
nitlon of Old Town, Herlon's New San Diege become
the Fizcrt &l e eity,

Alwnze Harten in [RGT

® The Three Pink Schools

In 1858 a school oponed (n renfed rooma near Sixih
and B Stroois, donated by Me. Horten, Later in the
YOaIr, Hastzan gave a :||3:|‘. ol -:r.h:ur.r.i crl tho comher of
Sizxth and B Streets for o school, bot 8 wos [RBTD
baloia hs Hiel achool illdingn in Mew San Disgo
ware orocied. These conslsied of three small one
rooin boord-omd-beitan atruckurés, which allowed Lag
o divinion of '|:|u|:|l|a intg primary, termoed lode and
hbgher grodes, The oulside wos liet whiliseanlesd
and ihen poinled red. The resulling ghode caused
fhe bulldings o be known da the "Pink Scheoola,'

A this lieme thare wars 243 childoen living 5 New
Towmn, bBul a lorge moicrity did nat oliend ochool
In 1871 o mew school wan built en the lots donated
by a Coplain Sherman at st and N Sireate This
g Sen [Hege thres achoasls, bul all wses pal wall
with the sdussiisnal By, 11 won merdd that the
s=hosls wade In o "deplomble condition becoture tha
supstintendsnt wos pold nothing, consequonily did
Rz fing

The Theee “Fink Sohoals" g Corner of Gih and B Sicoeis, Pheie o [REE



® The Lean Years ® Free Lumber for a New School
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ma through elght were kaught. In it firat year, 27 ® San IViego's First High School

Py Ll rfollod and 92 tumed  away for lock

O FoeBEd .IJI..' ] |‘|L ::I H 'E [ ||'_'l ulg [ Temqu | I Muimns Higl BEhoO] Clikssd wWale nol . Hs He ] i.n""u:i |||I!'.! :""'
1 lsnetiers weta cfdded o the

setinnl, resigned in pnid-term of (883 ond Miss Eat:

). Boamichs of Oaklond was hired a; sripeieal. Is oo Bl the FLbimiseea el

1982 mhe lall achool work ond enlered iska e Haeld 1 beporate flan) e in
£ ovar i enlire bulldisg. 1=

1 icull T & name of hols Sessisng |5 balovad

n Can Diege ond s azsociaied with ploniing and 3 LR was |egolly designaied oa Sar

mydscrEng oo peksnll=s wirinralan 15 beautify il ":'. :' Lo lal=tal gl I I--'_- 1 voio ol ke Tl erel |
r 133 the alg woodon Huss Bullding wos plozed

Her death in 1939 wos o greal loss 0 San Diesogo

e conyon Deryoiid e predeg

f 18 1954 named 4 2
B il in Pt mi o makn way ot el Dulldings af the ATCTY
A Koo | Besaicoma iztle en the HilL” The ald building was deatr ¥
5 iyl in I8 L. Son Ddagae High Scfoal with 1a oo
m1Luls itering of oooei et il didd e

® Rommiown -"Hﬂi- for San "ifﬂﬂ iroiming closses servod all the sscendary pupils o

he San Diego censum of 1085 liewm 653 baya and _ Ay unill 1922 when Lo Jollo Junlo-Sentor Higl
gl five o severiesn veors of oge, bl ::.:'l.' 4249 Schest wan bulll
sflatidod  public schoo| and BE oitendoed prlegio

. Bul af more lmporiance o the ity in that @ More Children—Mare Sehools

amaE Yoar wod ing amival of the el theough trais

. ", ==
rodn the Egst ¥ia San Bemardine, Aber long years The yoor [389 saw the line nirw | l-toom Middl
! ploanning aond dipcgpepoinimeants, San THeao woa now iown Schiool an wheat i now (e Wosl

atgle Strear in 1889 o now

fifimclod by

ail with Lea Angeles and points e trrrii hit
rowoay and by 1887 | 4room bullding Enoen os the B Sireal Schoal m
popilotion beoped phrad the thiee “Pink Schools’ and he new

H,- 1886 the boom woas u
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ampioyac. nodib Baach e be a pan of the City Thag

Muss Wigh Sedhool e FH0E



® Ten Years of Retrenchment

The beom pericd ol e |B80 s hod .:r.]!upn-e—r] Fabeta |
the period af 1893 |o 1900 wna ons of busineas stog
nolicn,. The popalofion dropped to 17,000, bulkding
won ot o standstil], and thers Was much arsmploy-
manl and hordehips. Ssveral achooln were clossd
due Yo decroasad enrollmenty aond leochers’ =yinrine
ware cut, Incidenially, salaties in this perled ranped
brem S100 o moath loe |!||;'- neticsal| r:rmﬂ;'rn! I
240 & monis ler kindergorisn isachem, who bod o
Furnioh (hetr own plongs and cssisionts 1o ploy them.
Head |oniblors ware paid $50 o menth

O porticular slgniticones i 1858 was the opsring
of thms San DHego Normal Schoal in a bullding al
whel i3 now Pork Bosulevard ond El Caone Thae
pchool olfeted & two-year poal high schoal course,
Sen Mego's only othee axpariance with highes lecen
kg e the espablinheee) 8l o branch af the Univer-
plty ol Houthermn Colifernba In the 1BBI'e bul the
vaniuwre {oiled in [B8% wilth the collopss of the bulld
i oo,

* Trouble With the Fundamenials

Fram the pecarda, || would esen el an the whale
he eommunlly woa woll pleased with tlie achoal
curticulum, Dougloms Gunn, in bis book, Plchuresque
Samn mlqu. sici=s of the whEcr [BET . . . Tsducoiional
lacilities in Ban Diega were excellant. The puklic
schocls are n charge o an efliclent principal wil
a corps of abde aeptsionte. Puplls moy grocuots rom
ihe higlesl clomm ol the grommor division with
diplomaa entiiling them o odmission to the Siaie
Univamtty.'

Tha Schosl Boord records of luly 14, BB, come
loined this motion: "thert the Trustess sholl nke
guch measures ap thoy moy deem proper and affi
elanl ko adveriise the preseni odvanced siata of sur
achools, ond 16 osmurs porenil ard goordions et
Aludenla oxh Aow be lted aid Fn:pnrnd it enlad (ke
aciantific deparimeni of ihe Univeraity ol Califomio,”

Howswar, there arp 2ome jarring nobeEs in the Bord
al Educilisn minues of Cciober 27, |80 ke, Moss
heldar apoké: he (houdht thete miaht be somethitng
wrong wlih e oourse of study. His httls boy hod
aftended ke Middletown Bochool for o vear ond
coald ot read et the pacchar ahould poy mom
otlanlion ko fteaching meoding. Mr. Swewnorl soid thot
hin boy hod ablended the B Shest School, and for
some time hod repeoisn abisr the olbar childven ol
ihe clazs, pretending o reod, bl that he could nol
read el all.”

Ths repar indlooiss thal teachors were devlaling
freem the eoures al slady. The Superinlendont skofed
tha! he hod atked the eechers & dorote much me
lo receding, “ond had urged primary teachers 1o glve
al least thres reading lessons eaeh day 1o the be
ginnem and nol lezs jhan twe reading lsesona eoch
day o clossas in the 2nd arade.”

Further concem for tha leacning af the fundermes.
birin i fund ih oonatalicn in the Boord of Educolizn
e of Novembar 6, 883 “"Savaral genom)] mesl
tngs ware held to discuss arilbmetic ond number
wiore which we =lisve in Fome respect [ nol up
to the best piondord. Thess will bs continusd until
eome more sallsioelary reaulls e arfred ol How
frmilier e the sound of theso oriliciome How far
bock: musl wo go ko Hnd "The Good Old Days?
Tha lots Will Rogere prebably summariesd i boai
whan ha sald, "The schools ain't liks they used B
b, ond (hey probably fired waal’



® Elwood Cubberley
Comes (o San Viego

gnknewn young prolessor from Indlana by tha

name of Elwood Cubbetloy was elected Superin
tangonl of Sahools n B9 He hod wen oot owvar
Mrang nfowapapar oppoallion which demondod o
'.||ni.'u1:|.i='," won
[ Yahige = qul '-_'.-.-| hi=10 5T H-'-'.m'i al E:l'.::_'nh.'.ll o ::.'r.l_' 1. ke
“lhat he
ild axiend many lovers 1o the Presa in metum
for {owvors fram them en bahall o the City Sehoaols™

local mon When .'."n.l]'-r':'.rll-rnrjl::r.'l

i reported o howve made ths commeni

The lownspsopnls soon el "h--'f hiad a eal l.1|.|:.-|l:ln.a'
md g ge-gelitar ln thekr new |.3l-|I|-""r|rI|F'IIl'.’I'I'I'|

Cines ol this oy progresaive sieps iokan by E'I.l.'—l-
nignden! Cubibarlsy woas 1o revisa the curriculom by
means al commiliess Teochers al &xch grode lavel
worked on the matarials bor thelr grades. Tha B
s ocied o8 G

prdfnmiing agency. Cubbarley r-=~3lqnn-:| on May &
VBRE, 1o araumes oan amsislant prof=sscealiip el Stan-
ford Univaraity. He weni on o beoome fxmicun
n R ke :'EFIII"':'ﬂr"I'I'."T. becpohinT. Omd wTikar

Supsrintandent Cubberley’s :'u=|:-'rrll.|.rn marks ihe
aned of omearo—ihe fmt fifty yeors of Amaricon public
peheala in Son Dlega. Ths dilficull prallema loced
would bave tried he glabtlity of schoala wilth a hun

intendenl. ptincipals and boord mmmbsss

dred waors of omonEotion ond precedent  behicd
ihem. | he schools hod weathered thres greal pooms
s buste, Bl they wars in sound eonditan n 1500

® San Diego Faces a New Century

Al the turs of the santury, Son Diego poasemsed
1 nohoal syatem ellerng elkmsen from kindergarion
fhrougn Mormal Scheel, Bul the period from 19004
1915 wae eno of slow growth. Son Diegs wos a
roadf! igwn inriving '...'.".'.ll.I I .H.g'.l.ll.‘:il.'l e dm
atil] influsticsd lo :_I-_'|'|-' |:.',' tha alew-mowing weeeditlcns
af har noighbaore o the south. Bt rapld changes 1bak
place lollowing the Ponomo-Pactiic Err.-c-_:ll-.lnr Eri
1915, Maeny thousonds of fourisis declded they
wethibisd 1o e v San Diegs and made arnrangemsnis
lor o guick melum During Wearld War | the :'Jl\:nr':|I
.-'-|,::||-|' el Marine  Lorpa I-ll.|:-\.JI:I.l.‘Ii-'H'| Forctlitles momy
foid, and lthousonds of young men, relecmed rom

sapylee cfler Lhe war, bBrodghl (helr lamiliss o lve
i Son Dlege, A vigaorous, youlldul elemen) becams
a bcior In the sliv's population so long dominaked
rged and feilred,

The eontinued growth of the oty meant problams of
lincmicw, housing, and recigomization for ths schonls
In |5 the Boord of Educatlan discontinued depart-
menitiEed mEmcticn isapaios el . o] '|-"l"l:-‘rl-'-|1|'|"-'l ]

subjestal i the upper grades o we grammor sehoels
= o axparimenl, In 1908, howsver, tho uppar grodos
were ogoln depciimesriolinsd

Tn 18963 ihe Boord of Education decided thiat hand
WTIEEDG  CRITEreg i'lli':lii woa ool up b siondarel. The
Board mimites of Aprll 7 stote; "Writing beaging K
detaricrotes in High Sohool, due in port 19 oo humed
ar oo much wrilen work,” The: Supsrniendant and
giafll ware npniced o give the mober immedioi=

Hienion.,
sarious school hoosing poblema loced e Boord
{ Eohication. Neads hod roosd cheod ol Ooililies
|| i savar| years and mony of the sarlier buildings
Wil |.-I.|--.|.|-'.|- il im bod condition. The orscabsst
neno wes f2il in ihe new pections af the town which
hod sprung we 1o e el
brush (kxfs and hille. In mony poets o the by
~|rimaps wearn hald in reried guerters which ware nol
Batweon 1900 ana 130, miarlimesy
ritary g=honls and the mognilieenl qucrier
miilien dallar San Disgs High Schoal (1808 wois
bulll, The echoal populatian hod grown |rr~1r s bl
300 pupbn b |r_: Ko 14.275 in 20, 1 luadieg
additional 533 evaning high '_-._':.r_-_'-l qr.-_l et
lima pupts (moally adulial
A sehos| altondanes r""r""l:l i 1820 shows |22
The number in
creased fo 402 in 1925 when 1-‘ @ ETCETOm wias lnken

th and sasl an the =g

vary adtiatocicry
Naw alam

pupils enralled n Junior Callege

el by the Sigle Teochsin College which
the ald Nomal School builaing

a8 ][] |

Franklin Sehoel in 1FRE

Flarenee Sebaal In §B00



Cenirnl Schosl in East San Hege 1808

® The Start of the 6G-3-3 Plan

Young adolesc=nta kbom Iwelve o [ourlesn in e
M comd Bth gredes had alwoys been somewhat af
g dissiplingry problam. [f wds citen difticalt e hald
ihelr interest in choss work n the todittonal sighl-

rode grommar schioal, Betwoeen 1510 and 1920 there
davaloraed o nobonwide progrmom &G organiies Wrior
high gchooin for puplls in grodes 7, 8 and 9. 1. veon
mli thol puplla in these n-bafwesn Yoo needad
e=urses i which by eould explans tHalr speckl
abilliies ond aptitudes. The juniar hiah schoal could
ey _1|:l'_'.|_|. work: homemerking mmimis pryaicol it
cavion, and other specinl closses. on well on siudent
oy eidership oppotiuniiise, A good eosly-adoles
canl guitoncs progrom coutld ablis ba oed up N Hoe
jurtsr hiah echoali. Thess laciore and mony others
coupsd o Ewlng o the B34 plan—ale ysarz in
|_I-||:r|'.rn‘.'1r'i' g=hoal, thioe yedrs in funled Mimhy mobmal
rnd (hree yeors In senior High schoal.

The Hmt two junloe high schosls i Son Diego
wors opened in |92, Memaotial ifirst colled Grover
Cleweland! and Theodare Hecasvall L Iu]!u | et
Sanlor High Szhool was alee cpened o 1922; Wood
row Wilson lollowed In 1925, aleng with Peint Loma
lurles-Senler High School. Pacllie Beoed lunbor High
Schical wos finlsnhed in 1920,

Roasevell Junior High Seboosl

® The Roaring Twenties

By 1925 = row boesm owes an ongd thers fallovwed
the usnal upaurge of bullding and general buaimass
The oty sow (s eskoblmhment of new chuchaes,
prhooly, wrter works, theolors, recrsational fasilitiea
rooos and muscuma. Noval ssiabllshmenie gravw
I::IFIdI.'f. bringing ih a Iillﬂr.'l'.'j.':,' soniton ol heame i (he
millions of dollam bom millkary psrsonnal. 1 1927
i municips| oirport was: bulll virtually 0 the hear
el the clly ond svery sncouroagemen| wees givean |
the ealabliabmenl of on avlation ||1-:|:::|1.“," in San
Clega,

As o resull al the bootn years ol the 20's, school
bocilitien were ogoln woelully isodoegucie, Many
puplls wete howsed (0 shocks, tempory guorsss
and obaclee bulldings. In 1828, however. cliizens
vobiad 0 bond themsalvas bo the exient ol 2315000
lo pravige aaditfonal school lacilities Soveml now
schooln wate ulll and (hete ware mony addiions
mads o olhorz Harberl Heower Highh Schoal wos
complated in 1922 ta core lar the rapidly exponding
popuiloticn in the soslem par of the city. By 18530
Bon [hego had o tokal of B undor ond somder ligh
sehools, 4 continuation echoal and 38 alemeniary
welivsnlin 16 faree he needs ol 35,721 pupiln and 7.70]
mvantig high schesl ond par-UHizia ru.l:pl]fl.

* New Conrses of Study

There wos contnual curriculum revision during
the 20s with smphosis on ocreosed  copnmmminy
und=sionding through intanaive siudy ol the puniia
locol envirmonment. The needs o the child ware
gressad ond conalderable olenton wan given o
davaloping o tesitivg progmm 15 ostermikne (he meniol
abilities of pupils.

Curniculum revigion, sxpanaion of the punor high
prhenl plen and o widssonls achoa] bullding peo
R Erosesecind with remocrkable comlinulty i spite
el the ki thoat there were jour dillarent Supein-
tnoenls durmg he decode: Hesry Johnson (19]9
1926) Willlam Jobn Cooper (1928-18270  Willasd
Givens (1921928 and Wallsr Hepnar (1928-1934)

® The Dillieunlt Thirties

The sleck morkesl cllopss of Oclobsr 23, 1929, was
on aminous RCETTNEG ol hinge 19 o=me 15 e reinxd
desoda. The perled sl JH230 & 1940 woz one af
depresaion, oefrabichment. hoardship, ond  lowered
merctles, Bacoute of fhe need [or reducing the o
burden. cloes sizes waia increased, tecchers’ salariss
wara lowered and dremile sconomies applloed



I 1934 gnotlier lorge-acols mvisicn of the course
ol study was begun. The impa=i of ihe greal depres-
plzn, unsmploymen!, relisl and governmenl work
pregrama was lell on schools and community lile n
San Diegd,. A swing toward voomtional and aduli
gducation wis beginning hrawghou! e notlen. The
new coutmes of siudy olfsted more varlely and the
trend won away fram the traditional sublects. Prep
aratien for jobs and extensive studen counseling
wore emphosieed. High scheals  throughout (he
country begom 1o offer o numbsr af now coursen
eccnamices and soclology in on aelisrt 10 help pupils
e undetsiand the sudden and somewhat bew lldering
changes in home and community lile resulting fram

ihe depreanion,

Fimancial problems af the schools during the 30
wers diffieult. Hotrenchment in the sarly port of the
docode wead fmparative in-view of the burden an the
Ieoal imxpoyers. And el enrollmanis contnusd to
in=tecse and the schools made evety alort 1o main-
bin o program which weuld mesl the nosds of the
communily. The Blloy-Swewort Ael. passed by tha
Stato Legislature in 1933, gronted much-nesded relind
for lect] communities, tranelorting a majoe support
of school districts fom eounty property loxes o the
flabs ganeral [und.

By 1940 thare were 31484 pupils in reqular day
clazses and 18,507 in contlnuation, aduli, funlor col-
l=ge¢ and vecolional classes, The physical plant
coniained 38 elemenbny achocls, 5 junbor high
schoals, 2 funlor-senior hlgh schoals, 3 kigh schoala,
3 ovening high schools, o doy and evening juniar
callege, @ conlinuatian school and a vocatianal
schonl.

* The Schools Face n

National Emergency

This priablie scheols of San Diego foced a far mom
difficuli decods in ithe 40s than the previous one
with all Hs peoblams of dopression. With the adwaeni
of tha Second Werld War in Septomber, 1939, San
Diogs felt the impeoct olwopt el ance as widlibary
sarvices bagon io oxpand, followed by o ropid swoep
af Induntris] employment. Many (housands al new
waotkmen rushed 1o the cily o build quarters for
Irocps and to weik in the aiicrall loetorles. Thare
wore nol ensugh houses ko ahelier the now omilies.
Fedaral housing projects and trollsr colenies sprang
up ol awver theé clty.

Childsen by the theusands [looded sehoals plannsd
anly for nermal communily expanaicn. Many schoals

ware lotoed to go on double seaalon, with ons gtoup
ol pupils iy the moming rom 8,00 aum. to noan, and
ancther lrom noon (o 400 p.m. Even then mony
rcomp were cowded bevond copacity. Providing
new school bulldings for o worewollen community
was imposalble under the “pay-as-yougo™ plon
slared by the Board of Educonon in 1931,

This wos complicated by the fact thot most of tha
new housing areas were on Federally-owned prop
arty and nol subleci to local laxes. Fedsral qoni
did not begin to compensate ler the increased coats
ol ediicaling Ban Diego's children and youth. The
Feceral Governmisn! responded 1o the uigen! appeal
of school leaders and built |3 new schools (n the
clly and mods grants of sgeveral millions of dollore
ot additlons o exlsling schoals,

® Total War Brings Many Changex

From the time of Amerion's antry inle Werld War
Il in Decomisar, 1941, untl] ihe crmistion o [B45, the
publle sehools corried the double birden of main:
laining an aducatisnal pregram on the home faoni
ond moking diresl coniribulions to the war aliort
The isirictlonal program could nol santinue an
usial. | had to be vilolized intensilied and ac
colerated, Al (ha same time, the stall ond puplls
contributed direcly o tho woar olfori, The schosols
become depots lor salvage moforials 8o necessary
in the war indusirfies, Pupils and leachers enrolled
ifi Red Cross Flret Ald clmess and volunbeseed lar
Civilian Defenss jobs. School bulldings ond per-
sonnal were used lor sugar and gasoline mtloning.
Pupils purchased many thousands of dallare of de-
fenae bonds and skimps,

Coursea In specialized defonse rainbag wore hisld
in tha Voootional High Schsal and Junior Collegs,
it {he Trade Division in an old converied [nctory at
Swate and Markst Strests. in ihe Spreckels Theater
Bullding en Broadway, and I the Ford Bullding in
Balboa Park. Mobono! Delsnse clomses, linaneed
mntirnly by the Federal Government, wene developed
b include training in aitcrall welding, olric cover:
krig, shesimeial elecirdc welding, power sewing,
abrerall engines, gircrall mechankss, mochine shop,
tool and dis making, and redie and parachute mok-
ing. Approsimoiely 35000 defense workers wae
trelrved b the scheol yoar 13142 alune.. Spoce does
rol el meniion aof the many specie] war teinlng
prograsms developed by the Clty Schools in coopero
tian with mdurtry and {he armed farces.



® The Currvicnlum Adapts to
A War Economy

Durtng the 194243 yemr tevited course of shudy
outlinen wars wrillen in all mofor subles areas.
These wete nocsssibaled by mpidly chonmging war-
nime conditions. Beeouse af renowsd emphanis on
mehematics, sdence and voonilona! training, new
methoda dand &onlen! were [niredussd v thess
courses. MNeow clomses In oviotlon edosalion womo
deviloped, Since thousonde of high school boye
wrata arocktun 1o complele requiremenis lor grodus.
Hen before anllsting in the armed services, an dooel
eroted pregrarm was el up conceniraling on the
bagle required subjects, and utilielng summer s=s-
sione Hecouse aof the need lor addilional laborer
1o teploce thoss in the armed koroes, many high
echool boys and qirls look jobs duting 1he school
yoor on o 44 plan, four bours schooling and four
heura In employmeni.

® Problems on the Home Front

The wiar years increased the noed for counss)ing
and quidanen sarvices in the schools, Many leen-age
bove plomning sexly induction in ihe armed foroms.
lost Imtotent in thelr ochool siudies and preberred
tun and excliement, N was indeed a problem for
pedondn, school authoritles and communilty leaders
to combal thin aititude and o ksep youth working
towerrd werthy goals, Many children and youth in
harnes with alder brothers ond kvhers In sarvice emd
with working melhers YWere confused and sften in
trouble ot school and In the commumity, School
colneslots worked ovadims giving personal odvics,
crtangling courses of study, helping lo find employ.
ment and encouroging worthwhile outalachsal ag-
tivitles for puptla.

The prablem of mointoining an odeguois isaching
and nondeaching sioff during wor yoorm -becames
increasingly difliculi on men volunbeered and wors
called (nin pervica Mony women teachers resigned
b b owrlth thele husbasnde while In ssndcs.

® Classrooms on Wheels

The tapld sxpansion of the sity's population during
e wor years dis 10 defense workers and mililary
petsonngl wos rallecied in the schoals. Construction
@l new schools could hot ksep pooe with the: soaring
fnrallments. Duting the sarly 19408 the San Disogo
Unified School District wos tha litel in the sountry
ig bulld porfable clossrooms—well lighted, wall ven
tlated and pleasomily designed rooms— which eculd

be oonstrucied more quickly B0 10 90 daye) and
much more cheoply thon permeanent schoal Bulld
nga. These wors nol smpersry, subsiondard sinie
uren. They wars lar befter reomas than many in the
older bullding: ond were designad & meel the
chonging  neads of o mablle pipilotion, Thess
partable rooma can be moved almoesl ovarnlght o
tallove the prassure of school enrollmenta. To dale
360 portable stemdord classrooms have been buili

a haw way of lile now belng adepled in many
schos] districts thisughout the county.

-

® The Post-War Years

The cessation of hosilites n 1945 broughl no
return to normaley. Tha high birhrate which always
oocurm duting wor years coatinusd ko remain high
ond ihe clty's population sonlinued 1o Incresss. In
I1B4E the citizans volsd o bond lesus of B6,856.000 o
bulld more new schoels and sdditbsns 4o ciher
Ancther band izsue of 511,806,000 was approved In
1850 and ancther of $15,800000 wos possed in 1953
The citisens of Califomia, during the same 7 yeor
period, twice amended the Stole Constilution 1o
provide increcséd slobe ald o local distrdcts for
adiusaiienal purposes,

Becouna of the need I expond post-hish scheol
study opporhmities lor San Diego's youth, the junior
college program won recrgenitad and sxpanded in
1946. Clomsas previounly held en the campun ot San
Diege Stole College were tronsfomred & e San
Dogo High Sehesl compus and deslgnated ths
Applied Arn ond Science Conter. The Buslheas
Divinion of the Junior Calleas operated ot the lormer
Linsaln Schesl al 12th and E Sireels and' ths Trode
Divinion ol Siote and Markel Strests. Thus a twe-
your college progrom won developed In the e
saparoio contors with emphasia chislly on vemilional
irmining



Citizens Help Build Better Schools ...

In oddition o pound bBasia trabidig B the JH6 increcoes] emphotis in recenl
YIOATE has bean ploced on tha leaching ol morm] ond epiritual values i oup
achoall af wall a8 thae dulles and reponaililitbes & Amarloan citizenn i el
the advantoges of the American way of lls. The advics of civicniinded ciizens
n niialng changes in out school sydein amd in locing inaler probleoms s
Imvalunhle 1o the Bosard o Folueabén membece gl s pralessional gdall In

the schoo yaar |95 | 353 .'.l"-'I:I'I'r' Bl cltlzers volunisesresd o sEree on oo

difterani schoo! commilises

o

ALICE RIRNEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Tupical Wedern Constroeilon



The End of the First Century ...

The lirsl contury of public scheols in Son Diego ended juns 30, 1854, with a
jotal gcheol enrollment of GZRIE full-ime popils and 15205 pod-bme in the
gchool dintriet. Te provide a well-reunded sducational progrom lor thess puplls
fequlied the services of 2440 wachers, school numes, prinsipals, superviacm,
epocialisis and general odministroters. Also theluded wors B4l elanailied [non
fsaching) employwes, connisting of secrelaries, clerks, cusiodians, gordenne,
malnienance crews, sic. This all required o budgel of 222756238 of which
E6.734.867 came from the loca] tax levy. on real and persoral property, The
remainder of the funds come from Biate ond Federal disbursemernis and
mincallanetus sounces.

Al the prasert limo tho physical plant of the City Scheals hoz a replocamant
value af $50.000,000 and conalsta ol 63 elameniary schools, 7 juniae high schoaln,
2 jumisr-aanior high achoals, 5 senier high echools, o junier collage, 5 evening
high schaals, o eentinuation high schoal, o vocotional schoal, on adminkatrative
and pervice conlor and a warohouse, Soveral new schoole are undeor con-
strurticn. 'What o far cry this is from the lifils rented sehoolreem en Calhoun
Stresl in Old Toewn end the one isacher employed 100 yeors ago in Augus) 1854,

Despite the many diliculiiss end smergencles weathered by tho schools
during the lost 100 yeats, children ond youlh in San Diego hove been provided
with the kind of edusational program thot met the needs of the tmes, Tho
problems ol the last two decodss have bean parficularly sevore. Much ol the
erodit for the atability emd sound growih of the publie scheol syotem during
this patiod is due o the odministrative leadershlp of Dr. Will C. Crawiord
who served os Superintondent of Schools for 10V years (July 1, 1934 in

February 1, 1054)

The presani public school system of San Diege In also a tibule 1o the
mumbors ol the Board of Edusaticn who, sver the years, have served long and
ferithiully in en affort to linance the schoals and 1o set the polictes for tholr
morermement. The fioma of Oren E Darnall will long be remembared for his
22 yeore of conlinueus sarvioe on the Board ol Educaiion. Judge Jocak Wein
berger sorved for 2| yearn, an hos Mre. Mildred L Hale, preseni Prenident
ol tha Board.

In conclusion, proper mecogmifion must also be given to the thousands of
civic-minded cliizens who hove warked octively for better public schoals in San
Diego so that children, in the true Ameroon ioditon. may enioy betiar
edurmiicnal opporiunities than were availoble 1o thelr parents,



We Face the Second Century ...

| With ihe prospect o providing odditional closgrooms and qualiifsd teachers

ler a constanily. increasing schoal enmllment, esntinued growth of the public
echool system in Sem Diege can no longer be considered an smergency.
Insioerd, |- miuml ba locked upen a8 a normal esndilion.

| The schools, in cocporation wilh the home, church and various character

buflding agenclen, have a remendous toak in helping 1o traln today's children
and youth 1o achieve their dghthul place and to accepl thelr adull reaponsibil-
thea in the world. President Eisenhower emphosized this trifh when he sald
“Char achool system s more impariani than il was before, becouse the job of
being an American cllizen ls more complex than ever belore in sur history.
iinowledge and undersianding and wisdom, beyond the demands of yesterday,
are requited ol lcmorrow's citizens,”

| To do the right kind of o job with children and youth, o public school symem
munl be guided by a sel of worthy goals which are acceplsd and tronaloted
inip ootion by every teacher ond administrator. Thess goals are listed in the
Curriculum Guides ol the City Schools under the heading “This We Balisve.’
They are achieved notl only in the clossrcoms but in all school-directsd astivitoes

y | such oo field trips. sports, dramation, club activities, assembly peogroms ond
ihe lke.




ThESE AFE OUI" GG&IS.'

T TEACH THE BASIC SKILLS which are necessary

o enable all citizens, within the limits of hwman

variation, (o speak, to read and to write effectively,
and to caleulate acenrately.




TO BUILD GOOD AMERICAN CITIZENSHIF through

the teaching of American history and ecivies and by

providing activities and an environment whercehy

pupils can learn demoeraey and the American way
of life by practicing it




T PRODICE CRITICAL THINKERS who are so
necessary (o the continued success of our democ-
racy. Since the present war of ideologies is o
strugygle for the minds of men, America must con-
tinue to produce alert citizens whe have not only
acquired focinal knowledge, but have the ability (o
analyze facis, weigh evidence, resist destrictive
propaganda and form intelligent opinions.




T PROVIDE VOCATIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND
SKILL 1o improve the economice efficiency of pupils
in the world of jobs and (e help them (o appreciate
the nature of our [ree enterprise sysiem and the
personal satlisfaction of good workmanship.




TO BRUILD GOOD HUMAN RELATIONSHIFPS by teach-

ing the basic principles of suwecessful family life and

by developing in every pupil a sei of sound moral

ane spiritunal values, in keeping with American

ideals, which will resuli in intelligent, responsible
and wholesome behavior.




Te DEVELOF GOOD PHYSICAL AND EMOTIONAL

HEALTH by means of health and safety instruction

and by providing physical education activities for

all children and youth—group games and comperi-

tive sporis—:io instill the joy of participation and
to provide wholesome recreation in aduli life.




T DEVELOF AN APPRECIATION OF BEALUTY in
literature., art, deamia, eisie and matare wiith an
end (oward the prefitable use of leisure time.

. "]
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